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Apart from Russians,
the only foreigners in
Tskhinvali are from the
international Red Cross.
The people they are
helping include a few
clderly Georgians
who have

Now people leave them alone. Ossetian
soldiers bring them food. Volodya is too ill
1o tend his garden. They have a few
chickens left. But they Have lost heart,

WE WANT TO
SELL THE HOUSE.
| WANT T BE WITH
MY DAVGHTERS IV
GEORGIA.

The first floor has
been closed of f
Since the day when
Volodya’s and
Natasha’s son took
uis life there.

Natasha and Volodya,
for example. They )
were born here and |
are attached to the |
House that they
built themselves.
Despite being y
beaten up by young [\
Ossetians, despite 1
the raids.
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tte didn't want to
fight his neighbours.
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break anything.

on Saturday, | had a taste of nightlife
in Tskhinvali. Two hours wandering from
one closed bar to another (there are
four) in the prtch dark. One go0d thing:
| avoided the potholes and didn’t

Just s Georgians are left in
tHis village, Satskheneti,
surrounded by burned-down
houses. And by Ossetians...
and wolves! One of the old
wen was attacked in His
garden last winter.
Damn country!

A,

The Ossctians Wave survived history. In their
wmountain Hideaway, they were Successively
harassed by ttuns, Mongols and Tamerlan.
These people Have a unigue language,
derived from lranian and handed down
in ancient legends*

In the 18th century
they welcomed the
Russians as their
protectors. They

must have been
desperate.
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THe idea of genocide preys on
the Ossetian mind. One day wy
quide asked wme about Western
indifference. His serious opinion:
SWITHOUT THE RUSSIANS, WE WOULD
HAVE BEEN MASSACRED AND EUROP!
WOULD HAVE SAID NOTHING.”

| wanted to protest but no words
came.

Is reconciliation with Georgia still pessible? Do
the two Ossetias, the independent south and
the Russian north, dream of unification?

the Black Sea.

GEORGIA AND
OSSETIA ARE JUST
OBJECTS. WE ARE
BEING VSED.

The local tribes had a savage blood law. To end
the cycle of vengeance, the ancestors thought
up a particular ritual: the murderer was to
Suck the breast of his victim’s mother,
becoming symbolically her son. Two familics
thus became one. Perhaps that tradition
wmight be a help today ...

IS RUSSIA
VERSUS
THE USA.

Marat Mindzacve,
law professor

in Viadikavkaz
(vorth Ossetia)

This country was once part of the world.
Trains left Tskhinvali station for Thilisi and

The last train left the sStation in 1989.

A
*The legends of the Narts,
warriors who were half
Human and half divine
and very keen on parties.

EVA, JULY 2
WITH THE SUPPORT OF
THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMITTEE OF

THE RED CROSS
WwWw.ourworld-
Yourmove.orq

PS. In fact,
Tskhinvali is
ronounced
tsrinvali” —
with a short
guttural “r".
But watch out!
The final “i" is
Georgian;
Ossetians don't
pronounce it.
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