Every year, at the end of April, the li++le rural +own of Hirosaki in Northern dapan

makes the national felevision news. That's when the Cherry frees blossom

CHERRY BLOSSOMS
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- 3 sacred time Cor all dapanese.
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Locals and $ov-
vists gather in
A +he ity park +o
marvel at the
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[ | myriad little
'3/ ] pearls soon 4o
be taken away
by the wind.
\4 +'s also a spec-| |
M tacle of joyous
bﬂ& picnics and
_ | heavy drinking.
—t

7 e l

Upon arrival in Hirosaki, | was
welcomed by my carfoonist Criend
No-Rio, g french-English-Spanish-
Turkish speaker, bossa nova lover, 4
and fhe only man in +own who ’
drives g 1930
yellow Morgan,

the park. Roo+ jelly sticks
in sweef miso
and sea snails §
are optional... \
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No-Rio, Makiko (eacher of french), Victor (a US feacher)

You can never be
sure when the /; .

trees will blossom, . 4V

[ visked coming all .5/
+he Way Crom Evrope cSeidge.
in Vain, As it turned - 4
ovt, this year the

season came |ate,

and so did the White

petals. So much Cor

qlobal warming! &

(+ was a chilly i
friday nignt, but
ofice workers and
students Erom fhe
nearby vniversity

A 120-vEAR|
oLD SoMET-

/‘/A '

invaded +he park and YOSHINo,
decided to Celebrafe THE OLDEST
for beating the cold, ohc IT'S AN 0CCASION To | liith that sorry weathet, |
WOMans have an advantage I BoouakT GREET The RETWR | [decided to cuange my plans
over €lowers: warm sake, | (CHERRY BLOSSOMS, | A FRIEND To | PEoPLE WANT To | |and leave fown the nex+ day
served in fents around T WAS SPEECHLESS | SEE IT AND ) DRINK, SING AND | [€or buzzing Tokyo. The des-
WITH EMoTIoN /\ HE STARTED MAKE LoVE picable impatience o€ the

Western mind! on Saturday,
just before [ lect Hirosaki,
the weather furned svunny
and warm. The smiling
season was klowering on
everyone's €ace. The Cherry
€lowers had kept their




